GANDHIAN  SYMBOLS
in reply we may ask which villager can afford a tractor and
other modern agricultural machinery which necessarily go
with it? If it is replied that villagers can pool their finan-
cial resources and buy modern agricultural machinery co-
operatively, then the difficulty is that as to-day the coopera-
tive movement is not run by the villagers themselves, the
people have neither the capacity nor the experience for it.
Besides they would have to cooperate not only in regard
to the needed capital, but also in order to pool their land
resources together, for their land is at present in tiny frag-
ments which are far too small for a tractor. Modern agri-
cultural machinery are useful where there are hundreds of
acres to be cultivated at a stretch. The Indian peasant
has very often less than two acres of land in his ownership
or control. To pool all these fragments together and to
work them cooperatively is beyond his powers to-day.
Even later, it may not be wise for him to adopt tractors
and mechanical devices in agriculture.   They are useful in
countries which have a small population and vast areas to
be cultivated.   The situation in India is just the reverse.
We have a vast population and only small bits of land for
an individual to work on.   If we adopt machines to replace
human beings in agriculture, how shall our people be em-
ployed?   As it is, because of large-scale industries, whether
in India or abroad, our people, as already pointed out, are
ever more increasingly thrown out of employment, or are
driven to agriculture for a livelihood.   But if agriculture
also is mechanized their economic condition will become
even more desparate.   The good that can be expected from
mechanization is after all not that machinery will make the
land yield more, but only that it will save labour.   But the
problem in our country, as already said, is not to save
labour, but to provide work for our millions.
Besides, mechanization involves fuel, of which we have
only a limited supply in our country.
Further, it is said that artificial manures, like chemicals;
which we shall  have to resort  to,  if in the  place  pf
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